IPSSA Texas News
Volume 8, Issue 8

FREE Newsletter available on-line subscribe at www.ipssatexas.com

August 2018

MID CITIES DONATES NEW RESCUE TECHNOLOGY TO THE BFM PROJECT
Saturday June 30, 2018 IPSSA Mid Cities attended the BMF Project fundraiser and
met with Little Miss Texas, who is a supporter of drowning prevention and the Learn
to Swim programs in Texas and supports the BMF Project.
Mid cities presented Mike Fugate of the BMF Project, and father of Brandon Fugate
with a VodaSafe “The AquaEye”. The AquaEye is a hand-held scanning sonar device, developed by VodaSafe. Current waterfront rescue methods are archaic, slow to
deploy and prone to error. Water clarity makes waterfront rescue extremely difficult
and time consuming and in rescue, every second counts. The AquaEye changes everything, with the potential to save hundreds more lives each year. It’s easy to use,
only requires one rescuer to operate and displays visual representation of the search
area within seconds, allowing users to locate their victims immediately.
BMF Project helps victims in every State. Finding loved ones who have been lost in
bodies of water and who have not been recovered at the time of drowning, as their
son Brandon was. This rescue technology is the first of its kind and Mike is grateful to
have it.
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The BMF Project will have a Golf tournament. For all the golfers out there, why not
shoot a few holes, you get to play some golf and will help water safety awareness at
the same time. A worthy cause.
The 9th Annual Brandon Michael Fugate Memorial Golf Tournament sponsored by
Classic Chevrolet is scheduled for Friday September 29, 2017 at the Riverchase Golf
Club in Coppell, Texas. For more info go to http://www.thebmfproject.org/golf.html
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CHAPTER MEMBER MEETINGS
AUSTIN MEMBER MEETING
Cherry Creek Catfish Company
5712 Manchaca Rd.
Austin. TX 78745
First Tuesday of the month 6:00pm
Keith Timm President 512-636-3750
Jerome Potter Vice President 512-484-9093
Edward Cabello Secretary 512-362-8890
Will Pietri Treasurer 512-351-0323
AUSTIN NORTH MEMBER MEETING
Texas Land & Cattle
14010 U.S. 183B
Austin, TX 78717
Second Tuesday of the month 6:00pm
Jim Smith President 512-947-3131
Scot Pemberton Vice President
512-257-7665
Justin Pinson Secretary 512-766-7946
Cory Heerlein Treasurer 512-577-5202
CORPUS CHRISTI MEMBER MEETING
SCP
4630 Corona Dr
Corpus Christi TX 78411-4311
First Thursday of the month 6:30pm
Michelle Wilkinson President 209-604-6460
David Galloway Vice President
361-855-5557
Adam Wilkinson Secretary 209-604-7159
Mike Baker Treasurer 361-563-7665
DALLAS MEMBER MEETING
Señor Chachote Cantina and Grill
7602 N Jupiter Rd,
Garland, TX 75044
Fourth Tuesday - 5:30pm
Eustaquio Portillo President 214-325-6746
John Eric Harper Vice President
469-698-8055

FORT WORTH MEMBER MEETING
La Playa Maya Restaurant
1540 N. Main Street
Fort Worth, TX 76106
Third Tuesday of the month 6:30pm
Jason Lehmann President 817-605-0194
Jason Sanchez Vice President/Treasurer
817-901-8363
Barton Barber Secretary 817-229-8535
HILL COUNTRY MEMBER MEETING
Komal Latin Grill
2550 Hunter Road Ste 1106
San Marcos, TX 78666
Third Tuesday of the month 6:00pm
Jascha Wood President 512-216-7663
Darren Bartleson Secretary 512-557-3874
*HOUSTON MEMBER MEETING
Please contact chapter officers
for meeting place information
Second Tuesday of the month 7:00pm
Bryan Norris President 713-234-7649
David Queen Vice President
281-807-5442
Doug Dinkins Treasurer 281-794-6644
HOUSTON CLEAR LAKE MEETING
Rudy’s BBQ
21361 Gulf Freeway
Webster, TX 77598
Fourth Tuesday of the month 7:00pm
David Potts President 832-840-0887
Brett Dawson Vice President
281-724-9650
Donnie Jones Secretary 832-275-0612
Stephanie Laws Treasurer 832-250-6858
*HOUSTON NORTH MEETING
Please contact chapter officers
for meeting place information
Third Tuesday of the month 7pm
Stephen Titone President 281-773-8643
David Harling Vice President
281-256-7886
Andrew Hillmeyer Secretary
832-585-4424
Ed Mack Treasurer 281-362-7558

HOUSTON WEST MEETING
Tony's Mexican Restaurant
870 S Mason Road
Katy, TX 77450
First Tuesday of the month 7pm
Bill Williams President 832-593-6299
Patrick Ramsey Vice President 281-9236755
James Lundberg Secretary 832-875-5680
David Howard Treasurer 832-689-5636
MID CITIES MEMBER MEETING
SCP Carrollton
2107 Hutton Dr.,
Carrollton, TX 75006
First Monday of the month 7:00pm
Casey Gardner President 469-835-5674
Jeremy Smith Vice President
214-695-8717
Barry Luckie Secretary 817-691-0267
Doug Taylor Treasurer 214-866-9462
SAN ANTONIO MEETING
Longhorn Café
17625 Blanco Road
San Antonio, TX 78232
First Monday of the month
Officers Meeting 6:00 pm
Chapter Meeting 6:30 pm
Jorge Martinez President 210-549-7665
Christine Gains Vice President
210-842-4009
Evelyn Navarro Secretary 210-980-1130
Brian Tully Treasurer 210-843-0582
TARRANT COUNTY MEMBER MEETING
El Chico
7621 Baker Blvd
Richland Hills, TX 76118
First Tuesday of the month 7:00pm
Will Ainsworth President 817-987-8580
Jason Wilson Vice President 817-366-1200
James Gifford Secretary 817-881-3990
Chris Byars Treasurer 817-597-5132
WAXAHACHIE MEMBER MEETING
Denny’s
408 Westchase Drive
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
Second Wednesday of the month 7:00am
Thomas Sheehy President 214-395-0143
Bryan Courville Vice President
817-308-9874
Bob Bauer Treasurer 214-577-4843

IPSSA Texas News prints ALL of Texas chapter events that it receives. Help your chapter grow, SEND US YOUR INFO!
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STAYING HYDRATED - STAYING HEALTHY
http://www.heart.org
When the temperatures rise, getting enough to drink is important whether you’re playing sports, traveling or just sitting
in the sun.
And it’s critical for your heart health.
Keeping the body hydrated helps the heart more easily
pump blood through the blood vessels to the muscles. And,
it helps the muscles work efficiently.
“If you’re well hydrated, your heart doesn’t have to work as
hard,” said John Batson, M.D, a sports medicine physician
with Lowcountry Spine & Sport in Hilton Head Island, S.C.,
and an American Heart Association volunteer.

Dehydration can be a serious condition that can lead to
problems ranging from swollen feet or a headache to lifethreatening illnesses such as heat stroke.
How much water do you need?
What does being well hydrated mean? The amount of water a person
needs depends on climatic conditions, clothing worn and exercise intensity and duration, Batson said.
A person who perspires heavily will need to drink more than someone
who doesn’t. Certain medical conditions, such as diabetes or heart disease, may also mean you need to drink more water. People with cystic
fibrosis have high concentrations of sodium in their sweat and also
need to use caution to avoid dehydration. And some medications can
act as diuretics, causing the
Page 3
Continued on page 13

UPCOMING EVENTS

REGION 9 MEETING IN SAN ANTONIO

Region Meetings
Region 12 Board Meeting,
Georgetown, October 12
Region 9 Board Meeting,
Georgetown, October 12

Region 9 Executive Board
Director - Becky Clayson
210-240-3121
Secretary - David Potts
832-840-0887
Treasurer - Will Pietri
512-351-0323
Austin - Keith Timm
512-636-3750
Austin North - Jim Smith
512-947-3131
Corpus Christi - Michelle Wilkinson
209-604-6460
Houston - Bryan Norris
713-234-7649
Houston North - Stephen Titone
281-773-8643
Houston West - Bill Williams
832-593-6299
San Antonio - Jorge Martinez
210-274-2465

Region 12 Executive Board
Director - Neal Holt
214-837-5884
Secretary - Will Ainsworth
817-987-8580
Treasurer - Jason Sanchez
817-901-8363
Dallas - Eustaquio Portillo
214-325-6746
Fort Worth - Jason Lehmann
817-605-0194
Mid Cities - Casey Gardner
469-835-5674
Waxahachie - Thomas Sheehy
214-395-0143

Region 9 had its quarterly meeting July 14th in San Antonio, Members are always
welcome to attend these meetings, just let your chapter president know that you would
be interested to come and see how and what goes on at these meetings. It is always
good to see and talk to our fellow members, and find out what new constructive things
we all can come up with.

FORT WORTH VOTES IN A
NEW MEMBER
The Fort Worth chapter voted in its newest member at the
July meeting. Mustafa Bash Imam with Marina Pool Services. It is nice to see the younger generation take the
pool service industry seriously by joining IPSSA. Jason
Lehmann, the chapter president, knows the value of being part of IPSSA. He is just now recovering from a very
bad injury, and we are glad to see him back with us.
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system, transmitted or otherwise copied (except members of the Independent Pool and Spa Service Association may copy all or p art
of this publication exclusively for personal use or use in the operation of that member’s pool and spa service business other than a
publication) without prior written permission from the publisher. For permission to make photocopies, contact IPSSA Texas at 817304-7244.
Editorial Content: The editorial contents of this publication are educational and informational in nature, and not intended a s minimum
standards, or legal or other professional advice. The Independent Pool and Spa Service Association has endeavored to include
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attempt has been made to verify the contents of advertisements included in this publication unless other than as
set forth in writing by IPSSA.
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HORROR FILE OF THE MONTH
“What were they Thinking?” We have all run into those situations that are just so outrageous, funny or just plain stupid that they warrant
a photo - it doesn’t just have to do with all the “creative” plumbing or equipment layouts we have seen. If you have a contribution of interest just let me know at: Ingrid - info@ipssatexas.com

While I was working on replacing a
vinyl liner my customer asked me to
check out his spa equipment. Only to
discover that it had been bricked up
inside his spa skirt. I suppose that
was ok when it was brand new but
service will be a bummer.
Submitted by Terry Hodges

“Just because the electronic igniter is
bad, this is not the proper fix”
Submitted by Tom Sheehy
Yes! That is a plastic gas can sitting on
top of the heater.
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31 Locations in Texas & Oklahoma to help serve you!
SCP
2301 E. Saint Elmo Rd Bld. 2, Ste.#200
Austin, Texas 78744
(512)326-8478
(512)326-8763

SCP
7060 All Star Ave. Ste. A
Frisco, Texas 75033
(214)618-9770
(214)618-9757

SCP
7908 Patel Drive
Lubbock, Texas 79382
(806)589-6831

SCP
9230 Neils Thompson Dr. Ste.#108
Austin, Texas 78758
(512)835-4200
(512)835-9245

SCP
2900 East Pioneer Pkwy Ste. 180
Grand Prairie, Texas 76010
(972)988-0657
(972)641-5996

SCP
1201 W. Warren
Pharr, Texas 78577
(956)702-1885
(956)787-5997

Superior Pool Products
200 Parker Dr. Bld. B, Ste.560
Austin, Texas 78728
(512)218-1190
(512)218-0988

Superior Pool Products
800 Industrial Blvd. #400
Grapevine, Texas 76051
(817)410-8894
(817)410-1338

SCP
1212 10th Street
Plano, Texas 75074
(972)424-2600
(972)633-1592

SCP
2107 Hutton Drive
Carrollton, Texas 75006
(972)241-6626
(972)243-1263

NPT Houston
4300 Pine Timbers Ste.#100
Houston, Texas 77041
(713)460-8794
(713)460-0598

SCP
15261 Capital Port Drive Ste.111
San Antonio, Texas 78249
(210)764-1765
(210)764-1795

SCP
17001 Donwick Drive
Conroe, Texas 77385
(936)321-7145
(936)271-3388

SCP
1665 Townhurst, Ste.190
Houston, Texas 77043
(713)973-6051
(713)973-0583

SCP
1074 Arion Circle Ste.102
San Antonio, Texas 78216
(210)545-6161
(210)545-6165

SCP
4630 Corona Drive Ste.B
Corpus Christi, , Texas 78411
(361)730-1988

SCP
3938 Dunvale
Houston, Texas 77063
(713)783-0882
(713)783-7625

Superior Pool Products
610 Sandau Road
San Antonio, Texas 78216
(210)341-9103
(210)341-7689

NPT
11281 Indian Trail
Dallas, Texas 75229
(214)366-4009
(214)366-4022

SCP
9307 Millsview Road
Houston, Texas 77070
(281)469-9696
(281)897-0534

SCP
12552 Highway 3
Webster, Texas 77598
(281)823-7243
(281)480-4412

SCP
10468 Brockwood Rd. Northgate II, Bldg.14
Dallas, Texas 75238
(214)503-6291
(214)503-8537

Superior Pool Products
10641 S. Sam Houston Pkwy. West Ste.400
Houston, Texas 77071
(281)776-0808
(281)776-0515

SCP
5304 A South 125th East Ave, Unit A
Tulsa, OK 74146
(918)250-6106
(918)250-6107

NTP
4801 Blue Mound Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76106
(682)708-4183

SCP
22110 Merchants Way #150
Katy, Texas 77449
(281)769-5421
(281)665-1370

SCP
308 Hudiburg Circle
Oklahoma City, OK 73108
(405)943-1700
(405)943-3837

SCP
7427 Dogwood Park Dr
Fort Worth, Texas 76118
(817)595-0525
(817)595-3270

SCP
2002 Synergy Blvd. Ste. 400
Kilgore, Texas 75662
(956)702-1885
(956)787-5997

Superior Pool Products
4256 Royal Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73108
(405)947-2752
(405)942-5820

SCP
Corporate Woods Dr.
Magnolia, Texas 77354
281-305-0088
936-205-2095

nptgonline.com • scppool.com • superiorpoolproducts.com • pool360.poolcorp.com
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TALKING STORY - HAVE YOU EVER FALLEN IN?
By Jim Stearns A.K.A. The Pool Sheik
Had a customer ask me this very question while we were port-apumping their pool. It caused me to pause and answer his question with a “Why yes I have but I haven’t fallen in, in years.” Replaying in my head the last few minutes at the pool. Had I slipped,
tripped or stumbled in any way at all, to warrant such a question.
NO!! I had not. Now curiosity was foremost in my mind. I had to
ask him. “What on earth sparked that particular question?” Now
these are his words, not mine. “Well the way you are pirouetting
around the edge of the pool, lead me to believe that you have
probably fallen in before, so I just had to ask. Ohh and if you had
told me, NO!! I would’ve thought YEP he’s lying.” REALLY, ME
PIROUETTING!! Not how I imagined myself at all. I had to agree
though that there are two (2) categories of pool professionals in
this area. Those that have fallen in or those that haven’t fallen in,
YET!!
This exchange brought to mind two (2) of my most memorable fallins, that I then shared with him and now with y’all. I was servicing
the CEO of Continental Airlines pool, which was right off Memorial
Dr., just down the road from Memorial Park in Houston, TX. He
and his wife were on the back veranda enjoying some beverages.

I was brushing the pool and really was not concentrating on the
task at hand. Just bringing the pole up as high as I could and
power stroking that brush down the walls. You know listening
to the birds feeling the cool breeze, on autopilot. Side step, up
with the pole, down the wall as fast and as hard as I could.
Side step, up with the pole, down the wall as fast and as hard
as I could. Side step, up with pole, when suddenly the brush
turned into the skimmer, caught and my power stoke down had
me literally pole vaulting into the middle of their pool. When I
surfaced the CEO and his wife had bailed from their loungers
and were now lying on the deck, in a failed attempt to remain
unseen. I could hear them both trying disparately to control
their laughter. I really have witnessed ROTFLMAO long before
it became such a popular acronym.
This next story I did not fall in but I did play a major role in the
finale outcome. It was a miserable winter day in Houston.
With high humidity and temperatures hovering in the mid 30’s
but at least it wasn’t raining. One of my brother’s had come to
visit over the Christmas Holiday and of course we had pools
Continued on page 12
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North Texas: Jami Pittman 214.507.5658 jpittman@stellarsales.net
Ryan Mackie 940.600.8199 rmackie@stellarsales.net
South Texas: Garrett Thibodeaux 281.786.9210 gthibodeaux@stellarsales.net West Texas: Mick Hayes 281.853.4549 mhayes@stellarsales.net
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1. Which of the following is not caused by high calcium
hardness?
A. Scale
B. Corrosion
C. Cloudy water
D. Eye and skin irritation
2. The sum total of all the dissolved material in the water is called TDS (total dissolved solids)
A. True
B. False
3. Ozone is one of the strongest oxidizers know. It is 250 times
faster at killing the HOCI
A. True
B. False
4. Adding this amount of sodium dichlor 56% will increase the
chlorine level by 1 ppm in 10,000 gallons
A. 1.0 oz.
B. 2.0 oz.
C. 2.38 oz.
Answers provided in
D. 3.82 oz.
this edition, page 16

TALKING STORY - HAVE YOU EVER
FALLEN IN?
Continued from page 10
that needed to be serviced. No problem. He accompanied me
on my route and in no time at all, I had him skimming with the
best of them. Well, one misplaced step at a pool and he went
straight to the bottom. Now what do we do? We still had pools
left to service; we were on the other side of Houston and no
dry clothes to change into. He’s shaking like a leaf and his lips
are turning blue. When I get one of my Wile E. Coyote moments. This is of course before smart phones, so we head out
to the first major road we could find, Westheimer. We started
driving down it in search of, YEP! You got it, a “Laundry Mat”.
We found one in short order and nobody was there, PERFECT. I had him go into the restroom remove ALL of his
clothes and I gave him a rain jacket to wear while his clothes
were drying. Now remember, it is NOT raining! I told him I
would go service a couple of pools and come back and pick
him up in about an hour. GENUIS!! Right?? Well when I came
back the place was no longer empty. The parking lot had a
hand full of motorcycles and a few cars in it now. As I pulled
Continued on page 13
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STAYING HYDRATED - STAYING HEALTHY
Continued from page 3

Batson says drinking water before you exercise or go out into
the sun is an important first step.

body to lose more fluid.
Thirst isn’t the best indicator that you need to drink. “If you get
thirsty, you’re already dehydrated,” Batson said.
Batson said the easiest thing to do is pay attention to the color of
your urine. Pale and clear means you’re well hydrated. If it’s dark,
drink more fluids.
If you want to know exactly how much fluid you need, Batson recommends weighing yourself before and after exercise, to see how
much you’ve lost through perspiration. It’s a particular good guide for
athletes training in the hot summer months.
“For every pound of sweat you lose, that’s a pint of water you’ll need
to replenish,” Batson said, adding that it’s not unusual for a high
school football player, wearing pads and running through drills, to
lose 5 pounds or more of sweat during a summer practice.
Not sweating during vigorous physical activity can be a red flag that
you’re dehydrated to the point of developing heat exhaustion.
Water is best.

“Drinking water before is much more important,” he said.
“Otherwise, you’re playing catch-up and your heart is straining.”
Not just for athletes or exercise.
Hydration isn’t just important during physical activity. Sitting in
the sun on a hot or humid day, even if you aren’t exercising,
can also cause your body to need more fluids.
People who have a heart condition, are older than 50 or overweight may also have to take extra precautions.
It’s also a good thing to keep tabs on your hydration if you’re
traveling.
“You
might
sweat
differently if you’re
in a different
climate,” Batson said.

For most people, water is the best thing to drink to stay hydrated.
Sources of water also include foods, such fruits and vegetables
which contain a high percentage of water. Sports drinks with electrolytes, may be useful for people doing high intensity, vigorous exercise in very hot weather, though they tend to be high in added sugars and calories.
“It’s healthier to drink water while you’re exercising, and then when
you’re done, eat a healthy snack like orange slices, bananas or a
small handful of unsalted nuts ,” Batson said.
He cautioned against fruit juices or sugary drinks, such as soda.
“They can be hard on your stomach if you’re dehydrated,” he said.
It’s also best to avoid drinks containing caffeine, which acts as a
diuretic and causes you to lose more fluids.

TALKING STORY - HAVE YOU EVER FALLEN IN?
Continued from page 12
up to the Laundry Mat I noticed the place was full of big surly biker
types with their families. I spotted my brother huddled in a corner
trying his best to look invisible and the bikers keeping a weary eye
on him. When my brother spotted me pulling in. He got up and
bolted out of there as fast as those little white skinny legs could
carry him and made a bee line straight for the truck. He climbed in
and demanded that I was the one going in there to get his clothes,
not him. It took me several minutes to regain my composure, as I
was LMAO. To this day he truly believes that if I had shown-up one
(1) minute later he would not be with us today.

taken a header into a pool. Or, NO! I haven’t done that YET!!
Knock on wood. If you are of the former, please share your
story with us. Remember to pirouette cautiously around the
pool, keep your mind on the task at
hand and always keep an extra set
of clothes on hand. You never
know, it could be a lifesaver.

Sooo which category do you fall into?? Pun intended. YES! I have
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THAT IS ALL!!!
Jim
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HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF
Service Industry News / IPSSA, Region 9 / IPSSA Clear Lake Chapter (918)
The graciousness of Pool Service Professionals and Support Professionals allowed us to give a little help to a
Houston family who still needed Harvey Relief. Lenor
Gutierrez and her family were forced out of their home in
Pasadena (a suburb of Houston) Texas by the flooding
from Hurricane Harvey.
That night was a nightmare. The family had gone to bed,
hoping the storm would continue inland through the night,
only to be awakened by their teen-age son when he got
out of bed and stepped into the flood waters inching their
way through the house. They scrambled to see what they
could do to move to higher ground. Lily, a daughter in her
early 20’s had just had both knees operated on and
couldn’t walk without a walker and ABSOLUTLY couldn’t
allow the flood water to get into her surgery sites, so she
had to be carried through waist deep waters in the streets
until they could get to where volunteers had come in lifted
4x4 pick-ups to help people get to shelter.
The weeks and months that followed were just as trying
as the night of the flood. They were buying their home via
a rent to own plan, and have been in it for over 8 years.
The seller didn’t have adequate insurance to repair the
home from the flood damage and suggested that Lenor
and her family just “walk away” from their investment of
many years… They chose to persevere. They have continued to repair their home with no budget but good will
and stedfastness. They still have a long road ahead of
them, but with the Texas spirit that has gotten so many
before through difficulties they see all of this as part of
their life’s journey. Neighbors have helped, Denise, their
next-door neighbor suggested to a pool service company
and IPSSA member that they could use the assistance,
and so we’re most grateful to be able to pass along this
$500 Harvey Relief donation to this family. Thank you
Service Industry News and IPSSA Region 9, and to all
those who allowed the spirit of Love to help them share
what they have with the victims of Hurricane Harvey.
David Potts
Clear Lake Chapter President

Ryan Rickaby 909-815-9602 ryan@ncbrands.com
Jimmy McLean 832-216-4993 jimmy@ncbrands.com
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IPSSA Texas
7186 Baker Blvd.
Richland Hills, TX 76118

Advertise your Business HERE!
Get your advertising
listed today contact
Ingrid Slagle
info@ipssatexas.com
817-304-7244

Subscribe to our FREE newsletter
www.ipssatexas.com
You can sign up to get your FREE
newsletter via “Snail Mail”
Find us on facebook
www.facebook.com/ipssatexas

The “Original Pool Stick” or “Jackie’s Helper”
Aluminum $45.00
Contact Jason Lehmann
817-605-0194 or email

waterconnection@att.net
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the POOL QUIZ:
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Jana Auringer
Michael Baker II
Robbie Beckwith
Wade Berry
Robert Brzescinski
Frank Chadez
Jeremiah Christianson
Kimberly Cornell-Sarver
Christine Gains
Todd Gustafson
CJ Johnson
Thomas Luper
Glen Myrick
Bryan Norris
Sherrill Oakes
Bob Pederson
Lee Parks Pitcock
Emily Ploch
Jerome Potter

