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KELLER DROWNING PREVENTION
Service Industry News Marcelle Dibrell

Residents of Keller, Texas are committed
to stopping drowning in their city.
Evidence lies in the attendance at the Back
to Pool and Swim Safe Campaign, hosted
by Cook Children’s Hospital, Safe Kids
Tarrant County, and the City of Keller.
Event organizers worked tirelessly to promote the event, distributing their drowning
prevention message through numerous
channels such as within HOA newsletters,
through local businesses, within over 4,000
education packets which were delivered to
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all Keller school campuses, and
even on all Keller utility bills.
On May 9th, Keller residents
gathered at the Keller ISD Natatorium, which features a 14,000
square foot swimming pool. It
was just one part of a Texaswide effort to reduce childhood
injury and death caused by
drowning.
The event began on a somber
note as Keller residents were
treated to some grim statistics.
They learned that since 2010,
Texas sees over 70 deaths due
to drowning each year, leading
the nation in drowning, and their
own Tarrant County is at the top
in the state of Texas.
Cook Children’s alone, a pediatric hospital, treats at least 60

Jason Lehmann, Region 12 Director; Dana Walraven,
Cook's Children's Hospital Safe Kids Coordinator; Casey
Gardner, IPSSA Mid-Cities DFW chapter President and
Jason Sanchez, IPSSA Fort Worth chapter Vice-President
present a check for $500 from the Fort Worth chapter to
Safe Kids.
Continued on page 6

IPSSA CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 2015
IPSSA will have a chapter membership drive for ALL its chapters from
July 1st – December 31st, 2015
The winning chapter to sign up the most new members
between these time periods will take home some cash
to their chapter!
1st place
nd

2 place

$ 3,000.00
$ 2,000.00

3rd place
$ 1,000.00
Contest rules: A chapter must be
an approved chapter as of July 1st 2015 and bring in a minimum of 5 members to be
entered into the contest. New and reinstated members only, transferred and employee members do not qualify. In the case of a tie, the prizes will be combined and
awarded. Prizes will go the winning chapters and not individuals.
NEW MEMBERS
REGION 9 – San Antonio: Patrice Meacham
REGION 12 – Dallas: Caleb Dunn. . . Mid Cities DFW: JD Wilson.
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CHAPTER MEMBER MEETINGS
AUSTIN MEMBER MEETING
Cherry Creek Catfish Company
5712 Manchaca Rd.
Austin. TX 78745
First Tuesday of the month 6:00pm
Todd Swearingen President 512-326-4695
Keith Timm Vice President 512-636-3750
Jehery Graves Secretary 512-385-2378
Will Pietri Treasurer 512-351-0323
AUSTIN NORTH MEMBER MEETING
Cedar Park Library
550 Discovery Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613
Second Tuesday of the month 6:00pm
Rick Beaubouef President 512-466-9672
Shane Applegate Vice President
512-487-4264
Rayan Haring Secretary 512-884-6529
Javier Lardone Treasurer 512-736-2949
CORPUS CHRISTI MEMBER MEETING
Schitterbahn Veranda Restaurant
14353 Commodores Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78418
First Thursday of the month 6:30pm
Mike Baker President 361-563-7665
Wade Deshazer Vice President
361-658-8581
Randall Sparks Secretary 361-548-7220
Michael Holzer Treasurer 361-815-0936
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DALLAS MEMBER MEETING
Tony’s Diner
3367 Beltline
Garland, TX 75044
Fourth Tuesday - 5:30pm
Eustaquio Portillo President 214-325-6746
James Stapleton Vice President
972-422-7665
Brian McDonald Secretary 972-238-0008
Juan Colunga Treasurer 214-478-2360

HOUSTON WEST MEETING
Texas Land & Cattle
12313 Katy Fwy.
Houston, TX 77079
First Monday of the month 7pm
Earl Jones President 832-573-8279
Troy Bowzer Vice President 281-849-7665
Charles McKenney Secretary
832-446-6266
David Howard Treasurer 832-689-5636

FORT WORTH MEMBER MEETING
La Playa Maya Restaurant
1540 N. Main Street
Fort Worth, TX 76106
Third Tuesday of the month 6:30pm
Tina Slagle President 817-991-0555
Jason Sanchez Vice President 817-9018363
Barton Barber Secretary 817-229-8535
John Powers Treasurer 817-453-5426

MID CITIES MEMBER MEETING
SCP Carrollton
2107 Hutton Dr.,
Carrollton, TX 75006
First Monday of the month 7:00pm
Casey Gardner President 469-835-5674
Jeremy Smith Vice President
214-695-8717
Barry Luckie Secretary 817-691-0267
Mike Bomalick Treasurer 469-939-7647

HOUSTON MEMBER MEETING
IHop
11225 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77079
Second Tuesday of the month 7:00pm
Bryan Norris President 713-234-7649
David Queen Vice President
281-807-5442
James Schultz Secretary 713-703-1688
Doug Dinkins Treasurer 281-794-6644

SAN ANTONIO MEETING
Palenque Grill
389 North Loop 1604 W
San Antonio, TX 78232
First Monday of the month
Officers Meeting 6:00 pm
Chapter Meeting 6:30 pm
Attendance is taken 7:00 pm
Becky Clayson President 210-240-3121
Martin Fowler Vice President 210-659-6529
Mike Clark Secretary 210-545-7727
Mark Posson Treasurer 210-725-5889

HOUSTON CLEAR LAKE MEETING
Red River BBQ
1911 Hwy. 518 at 270
League City, TX 77573
Fourth Tuesday of the month 7:00pm
Jim Jacobsmeyer President 281-787-6116
Brett Dawson Vice President
281-724-9650
Donnie Jones Secretary 832-275-0612
David Potts Treasurer 832-840-0887
HOUSTON NORTH MEETING
IHop
Rayford/Sawdust Exit 73
25619 Interstate 45, Spring, TX 77380
Third Thursday of the month 7pm
Gary Lindsey President 936-448-4208
David Basso Vice President 832-617-0340
Stephen Titone Secretary 281-773-8643
Rolland Gillman Treasurer 936-355-0370

TARRANT COUNTY MEMBER MEETING
El Chico
7621 Baker Blvd
Richland Hills, TX 76118
First Tuesday of the month 7:00pm
Will Ainsworth President 817-987-8580
Jason Wilson Vice President 817-366-1200
Jeff Corley Secretary 817-975-3186
Chris Byars Treasurer 817-597-5132
WAXAHACHIE MEMBER MEETING
Denny’s
408 Westchase Drive
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
Second Wednesday of the month 7:00am
Neal Holt President 972-617-9877
Larry Hutson Vice President 972-617-7999
Bob Bauer Treasurer 214-577-4843
Gary Harrell Secretary 817-896-7655
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OPINIONS and OBSERVATIONS
Never settle, always ask questions , even if you may not like the answer.
I love the idea of UV systems on pools. Are they, however, causing us to use more chlorine
tablets and in turn dissolving more CYA? In my observations over the past 6 years of installing UV systems on new pools and caring for pools with them in operation added UV in
a pool with heavy sun exposure causes the depletion of FAC.
I have come to this conclusion through watching the FAC come back during cloudy weeks
and on sunny weeks when I disconnect the UV. When the UV bulbs are a year old, I also
get higher FAC. The problem of chlorine breakdown is even more crucial when using a UV
system because we should also be trying to operate at a 1.0 to 1.5 FAC during the swimming season not a 4.0 or 5.0. Could the answer be as simple as running the UV in the
evening and early morning so we do not have the compounded effects if solar UV and
UVC which is what I have been told the bulbs create. Please do not run to the UV MFG's
and tell them their product stinks!! We may just need to alter the way we implement it. Also
remember this is my observation and theory, I am not putting it out there as fact. I would
welcome comments on this observation.
Keith Timm - Austin Chapter Vice President
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Region Meetings
Region 9 Board Meeting July 11th,
San Antonio
Region 12 Board Meeting July 18th,
sponsoring chapter Tarrant County

REGION 9 AND REGION 12
Both regions in Texas will have a region meeting this month. Region 9 will meet in
San Antonio on the 11th of July, at the La Cantera Hill Country Resort.
Region 12 will meet on July 18th, meeting place TBA,
contact Will Ainsworth for information 817-987-8580

BORD Regional Director Meeting
August 1, 2015 San Diego 10am

Region 9 Executive Board
Director - Jim Smith 512-206-0606
Secretary - Phil Sharp 210-673-2909
Treasurer - Will Pietri 512-351-0323
Austin - Todd Swearinger
512-326-4695
Austin North - Rick Beaubouef
512-466-9672
Corpus Christi - Mike Baker
361-563-7665
Houston - Bryan Norris
713-234-7649
Houston Clear Lake Jim Jacobsmeyer 281-787-6116
Houston North - Gary Lindsey
936-448-4208
Houston West - Earl Jones
832-573-8279
San Antonio - Becky Clayson
210-240-3121

DON’T DRAIN THE POOL
With all the rain Texas has had in May and June, draining your pool could result in
more headaches than you bargained for. Don’t let this be YOU!

Region 12 Executive Board
Director - Jason S. Lehmann
817-605-0194
Secretary - Neal Holt
214-837-5884
Treasurer - Bob Bauer
214-577-4843
Dallas - Eustaquio Portillo
214-325-6746
Fort Worth - Tina Slagle
817-605-0194
Mid Cities - Casey Gardner
469-835-5674
Tarrant County - Will Ainsworth
817-987-8580
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1. A water molecule has ___ atoms.
A. 2
B. 3
C. 4
D. 5
2. Fiberglass is a material made from finespun filaments of glass woven into a fabric and
used to reinforce plastic and other resins.
A. True
B. False
3. There is no effective way to lower TDS in a
pool except to drain all or part of the water and
refill.
A. True
B. False
4. The “ideal” pH range for pool water is
A. 7.2 to 7.8
B. 7.4 to 7.6
C. 7.4 to 7.8
D. 7.2 to 7.6
5. All water has some chlorine or sanitizer demand that
must be met first, before a residual can be established.
A. True
B. False
6. Trichlor has a pH of
A. 2.8 to 3.0
B. 3.0 to 3.5
C. 3.5 to 4.0
D. Greater than 4.0
7. Plaster is a mixture of white cement and aggregate.
A. True
B. False
8. When using dichlor, remember that the 56 percent
dichlor is about ___ percent cyanuric acid.
A. 50
B. 44
C. 54
D. 58

North Texas: Jami Pittman
214.507.5658 jpittman@stellarsales.net

South Texas: Garrett Thibodeaux
281.786.9210 gthibodeaux@stellarsales.com

West Texas: Mick Hayes
281.853.4549 mhayes@stellarsales.net
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KELLER DROWNING PREVENTION

drownings each year, 5 of which become
fatalities while the rest frequently result in
life changing circumstances.
Battalion Chief Shane Gainer, a veteran
of the Keller Fire Department spoke about
his own experience with drowning. “In
my 25 years on the fire department, I’ve
personally responded to five drownings,”
he said.
He spoke about the ABC’s of drowning
response, an acronym that stands for
airway, breathing, and circulation. As he
spoke in front of the swimming pool, Keller paramedics staged a mock drowning,
where a life guard performed CPR until a
first response team could arrive to take
over to suction, start an IV, and hook the
“patient” up to an EKG monitor.
Parent speakers Dana Gage and Mike
Fugate stood up to speak of their own life
changing experiences. Delivering tear-

jerking speeches about the deaths of
each of their teenage sons, their message was simple: Always wear a life vest
when at lakes, rivers, or on boats.
Dana’s son Conner died after landing in
the water badly while jumping off a boat
dock. She believes that a life vest would
have saved his life.
“I’m here because I hope you will never
give this talk,” Dana said to the crowd.
Mike’s son, Brandon, was thrown from a
boat and would likely have survived had
he been wearing a life vest. He believes
that wearing a life vest on a boat should
be like wearing a seat belt in a car, and
he has dedicated his own life to promoting that message.
“We are members of a club and we give
each other a lot of support, but we don’t
want anyone else in our club,” Mike said.
The parents are the founders of the LV

project and the BMF project respectively,
organizations centered on drowning prevention.
As the presentations concluded, Keller
residents and children stopped at individual learning stations with hands-on CPR
demos, life vest do’s and don’ts, and water watcher talks, among much more.
Manufacturers of safety devices were
present. Mark Schacherer, regional sales
manager for D & D technologies, the
manufacturer of MagnaLatch Alert, a
magnet based alarm system, and TruClose hinges, which have a self closing
feature, explained his products to proactive parents.
Local businesses and event sponsors
also turned out for the event such as
Kroger Grocery Store, Chick fil A, and
Firestone Auto Care.
Tim
Barber,
Continued on page 13
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REGION 12 DONATES $1,000 TO BMF
The BMF Project for Search and Rescue
was started to honor the memory of Brandon Michael Fugate, who at 18 years of
age, drowned in Lake Ray Hubbard on
November 29, 2008.
Brandon and two other young men had
gone out to quickly check a trout line,
when a front blew in and made the waters
very choppy and the winds very high. As
they were returning to shore a wave hit
the boat and a 40mph gust of wind hit the
boat and threw all three boys in the water.
The boat continued, and the three boys were left in 42 degree
water with no life jackets. Only a couple of hundred yards from
shore the first instinct was to swim for shore, as all three were
experienced strong swimmers. The water temperature quickly
got the best of all three and they decided it best to float and wait
for help. Brandon felt he could still swim and decided to continue to shore to get help. When a fisherman pulled the two
boys out of the water minutes later, Brandon was no where to
be found. When the two boys were taken to the hospital their
body temperature was 86 degrees. This was after being in the
water for approximately 5-7 minutes.
After an exhaustive search by many agencies, Brandon was not
found that night. The following morning the massive search for

Brandon, that would last 29 days, began.
During the month that Brandon was missing in the cold waters, there were many
agencies and volunteers that would
search for Brandon. The conditions on the
lake were extremely difficult on the search
and rescue workers, but they never
stopped. There were, however, many
delays in the search, including having to
wait on equipment to come from other
parts of the state.
During the time we spent with all the
search and rescue workers, we discovered funding was a major
problem, regardless of the agency. The Game Wardens would
often have to buy equipment out of their own pockets, the divers,
all volunteers, would have to pay for their special equipment such
as cold suits. The search dogs, once again all volunteers, pay for
the special training their dogs receive. Special sonar equipment
had to be brought from another state. The list goes on.
It is tragic and devastating to lose a family member, but it is unbearable to not be able to find them for even a minute, much less
for a month. When the delay in finding your family member is due
to insufficient resources and funding, in spite of the diligent efforts
of the search and rescue workers, the frustration can be excruciating.
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North Texas: Jami Pittman
214.507.5658 jpittman@stellarsales.net

South Texas: Garrett Thibodeaux
281.786.9210 gthibodeaux@stellarsales.com

West Texas: Mick Hayes
281.853.4549 mhayes@stellarsales.net
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Ryan Rickby 909-815-9602 rrickby@naturalchemistry.com - Marshall Davis 317-408-4151 mdavis@naturalchemistry.com
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KELLER DROWNING PREVENTION
Continued from page 6

area manager for Bridgestone said that his company is committed to helping the community.
“We try to help out with anything that has to do with the kids,” Barber said.
IPSSA was a strong presence at the event. Casey Gardner, president of
the Mid Cities Chapter, and Jason Sanchez, vice president of the Fort
Worth Chapter were in attendance passing out water safety coloring
books. North Texas Region 12 Director Jason Lehmann gave out water
watcher badges and spoke to
people about the pool service
professional’s role in promoting water safety.
“We are in a lot of backyards
and we can identify a lot of
safety issues as well as distribute a lot of literature to help
educate people about drowning. We have to change the
mindset when it comes to Jason Lehmann, Region 12 Director and Dana
drowning, IPSSA can do a lot Walraven, Safe Kids coordinator at the event
about that,” Lehmann said.

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR
CHEMISTRY?
Earl Jones, president of the Houston West chapter has
taken training and educating ipssa members to a new
level with an online class open to ALL pool professionals.
Follow this link
http://www.classroomclipboard.com/644063
Access Code: IPSSA
This is an open test for anyone in the pool industry, but
is for the intent of testing the knowledge of IPSSA
members and their employees. IPSSA members who
scores a perfect 100% on all tests for 12 months will
receive a Texas Pool School Pool Tech Certification
Diploma and patch.
Earl E. Jones
Owner earl@texaspoolschool.com
Texas Pool Techs - Texas Pool School
832-573-8279 cell
President Houston West Chapter
Learn How The Pros Do It / Become a Pro
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LAMINARS PROJECT
In the true spirit of IPSSA, Tina Slagle the Fort Worth chapter
president, has been able to bring together several Fort Worth
and Tarrant County members. They are currently working on
putting in Laminars on a new pool. Heidi Amos from Prentair
has been to the project to help educate these IPSSA members
on proper installations. We will keep you updated on the project in the next newsletter.
Projects like these are what sets us apart from any other organization.
It’s a great thing to be an IPSSA member.
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SUN, SWEAT, AND STRAINS - SAFETY TIPS BY NORM
When you work outside you learn some things about how that
machine you live in performs in the elements. If you have been
working under the sun for decades as I have you probably
picked up some useful physical maintenance tips.
Heat causes sweat which dumps out
sodium, potassium, magnesium, and lots
of water. My first tip is to always have lots
of cool water handy when you are sweating. Drink before you get really thirsty.
When the temp is in the triple digits, I'll
consume up to a quart per hour. I'm not a doctor, but I can tell
you what works for me will probably help you keep away from
one. I'm 60 years old and hail genetically from northern north
Europe, so life on the sunny Texas 31st parallel can easily fry
my melanin challenged skin. Recently I found a product that
reverses non-malignant skin cancers of the actinic keratin and
basil varieties. The magic ingredient is called BEC5 and is in
Curasol BEC5 sunscreen distributed by Bionational Pharmaceutical. It healed my nascent skin cancers from the inside out in
about six weeks. You can find it on the internet.
Another thing that protects upper body skin is the long sleeve
Heatgear shirts. Get one size smaller than your regular size so it

fits snug. It will keep you cool and protected from sunburn. You
might wear a loose fishing shirt over the Heatgear shirt so you
can have pockets. Don't forget the wide brimmed hat. It will help
you keep yours ears, nose, and lips attached to your head.
Replace the sodium chloride in your salt shaker with potassium chloride. It tastes the same and will help reduce muscle
cramps. You already get plenty of sodium from food. Sore muscles will recover much faster with this race horse formula: Dissolve 4 ounces of magnesium chloride flakes into 8 ounces of
warm distilled water in a glass jar. Into this add 4 fluid ounces of
99% vet grade DMSO from Butler Schein and mix. Wet a washcloth with this solution and place it over the sore area for ten
minutes. Try this on a small area first to be sure that you aren't
super sensitive to dimethyl sulfoxide. You may sense a garlic
taste when you use this as it gets into your system rapidly
through the skin. This formula works a lot better than the "you
won't stink" stuff from TV. You will stink like a cook at an Italian
restaurant, but you can possibly keep on
working hard into your 60's and beyond.
Wishing all a good season,
Norm Witzler - Austin Chapter
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John Bush 7/23
Chris Byars 7/5
Ben Carter 7/17
Brad Durchholz 7/19
Travis Fojtik 7/31
David Galloway 7/6
Jaime Garcia 7/11
Casey Gardner 7/8
Roland Gilliam 7/2
Ken Hamilton 7/2
Earl Jones 7/16
Donnie Jones 7/20

Javier Lardone 7/16
Steven Mackey 7/11
Rodney Meyer 7/3
Dana Oliver 7/18
Mike Ostermann 7/8
Desiree Overstreet 7/23
Seam Ralls 7/3
Stephen Spencer 7/2
Stephen Titone 7/20
Chad Trudeau 7/1
Juan Carlos Villarreal 7/8
Jascha Wood 7/31

dennisfreeman@hasapool.com
seanrivera@hasapool.com

