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WHAT IPSSA IS ALL ABOUT
After being laid off work this past fall, I started looking for a business to
buy. I first found the pool industry by getting on the internet and finding
pool routes for sale by brokerages. This looked and sounded great but
I had no experience at all with swimming pools. Then I found the
IPSSA website and got in touch with Tina Slagle, the president of the
Fort Worth chapter. After visiting with her on the phone, she suggested
that I ride along with her on her route to see if it was something I would
even like to do. That one phone call made a tremendous difference
for me. Tina literally had to start from the beginning on the basics of
water chemistry to get me going. She has had a plan in place for me
from the very start, and has been a great mentor for me since we first
met. She has helped me with all aspects of getting started in my business. I live about 60 miles from Tina and she has even linked me with
Paul Nelson, who is closer to me. By no means, do I think that I have
all the answers that my new business will bring, but it is great that I
have these two individuals to lean on. And believe me, they get calls
several times a day!
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One of the benefits of membership in IPSSA is a
$50,000 life insurance policy.
All you need to do is complete a Beneficiary Designation Form.
But, what happens if you haven’t declared a
beneficiary? You will lose control of who receives your benefits. The payment of
funds will be delayed and, if the benefits are part of a probate, it could take a year
or more for your loved ones to get those funds.
The good news is that, when your Beneficiary Designation Form is on file at the
IPSSA financial office, the check for your life insurance benefit is issued as soon as
the death certificate is received by the insurance company.
Call the financial office (888-391-6012) if you are not sure whether or not your
Beneficiary Designation Form has been filed. If not, or if you want to change your
beneficiary, you can download the form from the “Members Area” page of
www.ipssatexas.com or click here to download form.
Don’t neglect this small but important detail which could prevent headaches for those you love.
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CHAPTER MEMBER MEETINGS
AUSTIN MEMBER MEETING
Cherry Creek Catfish Company
5712 Manchaca Rd.
Austin. TX 78745
First Tuesday of the month 6:00pm
Todd Swearingen President 512-326-4695
Keith Timm Vice President 512-636-3750
Jehery Graves Secretary 512-385-2378
Will Pietri Treasurer 512-351-0323
AUSTIN NORTH MEMBER MEETING
Cedar Park Library
550 Discovery Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613
Second Tuesday of the month 6:00pm
Rick Beaubouef President 512-466-9672
Shane Applegate Vice President
512-487-4264
Rayan Haring Secretary 512-884-6529
Javier Lardone Treasurer 512-736-2949
CORPUS CHRISTI MEMBER MEETING
Schitterbahn Veranda Restaurant
14353 Commodores Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78418
First Thursday of the month 6:30pm
Mike Baker President 361-563-7665
David Galloway Vice President
361-855-5557
Michael Holzer Treasurer 361-815-0936

DALLAS MEMBER MEETING
Tony’s Diner
3367 Beltline
Garland, TX 75044
Fourth Tuesday - 5:30pm
Eustaquio Portillo President 214-325-6746
James Stapleton Vice President
972-422-7665
Brian McDonald Secretary 972-238-0008
Juan Colunga Treasurer 214-478-2360

HOUSTON WEST MEETING
Texas Pool School
6830 North Eldridge Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77041
First Monday of the month 7pm
Earl Jones President 832-573-8279
Troy Bowzer Vice President 281-849-7665
James Lundberg Secretary
832-875-5680
David Howard Treasurer 832-689-5636

FORT WORTH MEMBER MEETING
La Playa Maya Restaurant
1540 N. Main Street
Fort Worth, TX 76106
Third Tuesday of the month 6:30pm
Tina Slagle President 817-991-0555
Jason Sanchez Vice President 817-9018363
Barton Barber Secretary 817-229-8535
John Powers Treasurer 817-453-5426

MID CITIES MEMBER MEETING
SCP Carrollton
2107 Hutton Dr.,
Carrollton, TX 75006
First Monday of the month 7:00pm
Casey Gardner President 469-835-5674
Jeremy Smith Vice President
214-695-8717
Barry Luckie Secretary 817-691-0267
Mike Bomalick Treasurer 469-939-7647

HOUSTON MEMBER MEETING
IHop
11225 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77079
Second Tuesday of the month 7:00pm
Bryan Norris President 713-234-7649
David Queen Vice President
281-807-5442
James Schultz Secretary 713-703-1688
Doug Dinkins Treasurer 281-794-6644

SAN ANTONIO MEETING
Palenque Grill
389 North Loop 1604 W
San Antonio, TX 78232
First Monday of the month
Officers Meeting 6:00 pm
Chapter Meeting 6:30 pm
Flash Rose President 210-494-9784
Martin Fowler Vice President 210-659-6529
Jorge Martinez Secretary 210-549-7665
Mark Posson Treasurer 210-725-5889

HOUSTON CLEAR LAKE MEETING
Red River BBQ
1911 Hwy. 518 at 270
League City, TX 77573
Fourth Tuesday of the month 7:00pm
Jim Jacobsmeyer President 281-787-6116
Brett Dawson Vice President
281-724-9650
Donnie Jones Secretary 832-275-0612
David Potts Treasurer 832-840-0887
HOUSTON NORTH MEETING
Spring Creek Barbeque
19099 I-45 South
Shenandoah, TX 77433
Third Tuesday of the month 7pm
David Harling President 281-256-7886
Andrew Hillmeyer Vice President 832-5854424
Stephen Titone Secretary 281-773-8643
Rolland Gillman Treasurer 936-355-0370

TARRANT COUNTY MEMBER MEETING
El Chico
7621 Baker Blvd
Richland Hills, TX 76118
First Tuesday of the month 7:00pm
Will Ainsworth President 817-987-8580
Jason Wilson Vice President 817-366-1200
Jeff Corley Secretary 817-975-3186
Chris Byars Treasurer 817-597-5132
WAXAHACHIE MEMBER MEETING
Denny’s
408 Westchase Drive
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
Second Wednesday of the month 7:00am
Thomas Sheehy President 214-395-0143
Neal Holt Vice President 972-617-9877
Bob Bauer Treasurer 214-577-4843
Gary Harrell Secretary 817-896-7655
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NEW ADVERTISER
IPSSA Texas News would like to thank Karen Rodgers
with Jack’s Magic for your support of IPSSA, Karen is
the representative in south part of Texas, and Barry
Driks is the representative in north part of Texas and
Oklahoma.
If you have stain issues contact them, I’m sure Jack’s
Magic has some ideas what would work best.

WHAT DOES DROWNING LOOK LIKE?
Common Myths

What to WATCH for



Splashing



Silence



Arms waving around



Head low in water



Loud yelling



Gasping



Hands grabbing at air
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Region Meetings

Region 12 meeting June 25
Dallas chapter hosting
Region 9 meeting July 15/16th
Corpus Christi

Region 9 Executive Board
Director - Becky Clayson
210-240-3121
Secretary - Earl Jones 832-573-8279
Treasurer - Will Pietri 512-351-0323
Austin - Todd Swearinger
512-326-4695
Austin North - Rick Beaubouef
512-466-9672
Corpus Christi - Mike Baker
361-563-7665
Houston - Bryan Norris
713-234-7649
Houston Clear Lake Jim Jacobsmeyer 281-787-6116
Houston North - David Harling
281-256-7886
San Antonio - Flash Rose
210-494-9784

Region 12 Executive Board
Director - Jason S. Lehmann
817-605-0194
Secretary - Neal Holt
214-837-5884
Treasurer - Bob Bauer
214-577-4843
Dallas - Eustaquio Portillo
214-325-6746
Fort Worth - Tina Slagle
817-991-0555
Mid Cities - Casey Gardner
469-835-5674
Tarrant County - Will Ainsworth
817-987-8580
Waxahachie - Thomas Sheehy
214-395-0143

THE ALARMING TRUTH ABOUT CHILD DROWNINGS
IN NORTH TEXAS
Why Water Safety Dives Deeper than Swim Lessons and Water Watchers
When Lori Johnson saw her 3-year-old daughter facedown and motionless at the bottom of
their new pool two summers ago, a “superhuman” strength overcame her. The Flower Mound
mom of five performed nonstop CPR on her nonresponsive and blue-lipped daughter, Jessica,
until paramedics arrived an excruciating five minutes and one second after she called 911.
Jessica was induced into a hypothermic coma at Children’s Health Dallas to reduce the swelling of her brain from lack of oxygen. She awoke with neurological injuries that weren’t deemed
severe following five days in a coma. After more than a year of speech and cognitive therapy
to regain full brain functionality, Jessica recently graduated from treatment and plans to start
kindergarten in the fall as a typical 5-year-old.
Jessica’s story isn’t uncommon in North Texas. In 2015, 75 Texas children drowned, nearly
half of which occurred in pools. Dallas County accounted for nine of those deaths — more
than any other county in the state. Denton, Collin and Tarrant counties accounted for another
12 deaths. So far in 2016, 16 children in Texas have already drowned in pools, lakes,
beaches, small bodies of water and a jacuzzi. And according to statistics, most tragedies occur between Memorial Day and Labor Day.
Drowning can happen to anyone
It’s easy to think that kids drown as a result of neglectful parenting. Studies show that 77 percent of kids who drowned were seen by an adult less than five minutes before the incident.
Drowning happens to all races and all levels of socioeconomic status. Most kids, like Jessica,
drown while under adult supervision.
In Jessica’s case, the toddler went inside, took off her Puddle Jumper (a U.S. Coast Guardapproved life jacket-floaty hybrid) to use the bathroom, walked back outside (without the flotation device) where three adults were supervising and jumped into the pool unnoticed.
Drowning accounts for the second highest number of deaths for kids ages 1−4, second only to
congenital birth defects, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
And for every child that drowns, five more head to the emergency room for non-fatal submersion injuries — often resulting in long-term issues.
Kids are naturally curious around water, so parents must do everything in their power to prevent hazards, says Starrett Keele, a firefighter and paramedic in Fort Worth and safety educator for the Fort Worth Drowning Prevention Coalition (FWDPC).
When the Johnsons installed their pool, they outfitted it with a cover, fixed extra locks on all
doors leading to the backyard and taught their kids never to go outside without adult supervision. And Lori enrolled Jessica in private swim lessons after being less than satisfied with her
progress in the group lessons she and her siblings were taking.
On the day of the incident, the Johnsons had a friend and her two children over to swim.
Seven kids played in the pool while three adults watched. The adults took turns supervising

Continued on page 6
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SAN ANTONIO SPONSORS
1. The chemical that protects
chlorine from sunlight destruction is called:
A. Cyanuric acid
B. Conditioner
C. Stabilizer
D. All of the above
2. The regular sanitizer you
are using determines the
proper total alkalinity for the
pool.
A. True
B. False
3. Adding 10.6 fl. oz. of sodium hypochlorite to 10,000
gallons of water will increase
the chlorine level by 1.5 ppm.
A. True
B. False

4. The EPA requires chlorine
manufacturers to list the ingredients as well as the available
chlorine content and then guarantee the strength of their products right on the label.
A. True
B. False
5. To get 1 ppm of chlorine in a
500,000 gallon pool, you would
add 2 gallons of liquid chlorine
(sodium hypochlorite 12%)
A. True
B. False

SWIM LESSONS

The San Antonio
chapter donated
$1000 to the San Antonio Park and Recreation to sponsor
swim lessons.
IPSSA continues
to supports it’s
communities on
water safety
awareness.
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Continued from page 4

THE ALARMING TRUTH ABOUT CHILD DROWNINGS IN NORTH TEXAS

swimmers from the water’s edge. While Jessica’s father was
standing next to the pool counting heads and scanning the water,
he was distracted for just a few seconds, answering a question for
another child when Jessica jumped in without her jacket.
“Every single drowning is preventable,” says Pam Cannell, executive director at FWDPC.
Minimize what can’t be eliminated
So the inevitable question: How can something so preventable
happen so disturbingly often?
“Parents might relax, thinking that they’ve done absolutely everything [to prevent drownings],” Johnson says. “But regardless of the
precautions you have in place, drownings still happen.”
So what can parents do?
Enroll kids in water safety classes early. While the American
Academy of Pediatrics recommends waiting until a child is 1 to
start swim lessons, area swim schools and instructors disagree.
Lessons go beyond stroke and breathing techniques to incorporate water safety and drowning prevention. For instance, tots learn
to flip onto their backs and kick to navigate themselves back to the
wall or steps; even infants repeat monkey walks on the wall and
climbing out of the pool in weekly sessions.
Know your child’s capabilities in the water, advises Linda DeSanders, director of the Texas Drowning Prevention Alliance
(TXDPA) and president of Dolfin Swim School. If your child swam
well last summer, but they’ve been on dry land for months, they’ll
be rusty.
And drowning prevention means more than enrolling kids in swim

lessons.
“What prevents drownings? Education, education, education,” DeSanders says. “Supervision is the biggest problem. You are your
child’s lifeguard at all times.”
Elect a water watcher for the pool. Adults should take 15-minute shifts
standing or sitting at the edge of the body of water, counting heads,
keeping all swimmers in sight and remaining hyperaware, Cannell
suggests. Designating a specific supervisor prevents diffusion of responsibility, the technical term for a phenomenon where the more
adults vested with the power to take charge in a situation, the less
likely that any one adult will actually take charge. The same holds true
for the pool: If seven parents are sitting, chatting and “watching” the
pool, for example, the more likely that each of those moms lets her
guard down since there are so many eyes on the pool.
Parents cannot lounge on a chair reading a magazine or checking
social media and expect to hear a threat, Keele says.
“Movies injure people because they make them think that drowning is
dramatic,” Keele says. “In movies, you hear hollering and splashing,
but in real life, drowning is silent and fast.”
And because drownings are typically silent, Mimi Conner, owner of
Aqua~Fit Swim & Fitness Family Wellness Center in Plano, says parents should always check the pool or other standing water first anytime a child goes missing.
Learn CPR, Cannell advises, which can make the difference between
life and death when preventative measurers fail. Jessica’s survival
depended solely on her mom’s CPR training.
Dozens of organizations around Dallas-Fort Worth offer free or low

Continued on page 14
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COMPLETE THE CROSSWORD BELOW

HORROR FILE OF THE MONTH
Had a customer call
me Saturday.
He backwashed his DE filter for
his party then left to go get refreshments, when he returned his
next door neighbor said they
heard a loud boom in his backyard.
This is what he found.
The top was missing and water
was gushing out and into the
street

Down
1. a natural or artificial pond used for the storage and regulation
of water
4. when water vapor changes to water
5. when water changes to water vapor
6. a large area covered with trees and other plants
7. a very tall, high natural place on earth
12. a large flowing body of water that often empties into the sea
13. a body of water that is partly enclosed by water

Across
2. a low place between mountains
3. a rocky or sandy edge of land along a body of water
8. every living thing needs it
9. frozen water
10. when a stream or river falls off steeply
11. when water falls to earth
14. water crystals of various sizes and shapes
15. a large body of water surrounded by land on all sides
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30 Locations in Texas & Oklahoma to help serve you!
SCP
2301 E. Saint Elmo Rd Bld. 2, Ste.#200
Austin, Texas 78744
(512)326-8478
(512)326-8763
SCP
9230 Neils Thompson Dr. Ste.#108
Austin, Texas 78758
(512)835-4200
(512)835-9245

SCP
7060 All Star Ave. Ste. A
Frisco, Texas 75033
(214)618-9770
(214)618-9757
SCP
2900 East Pioneer Pkwy Ste. 180
Grand Prairie, Texas 76010
(972)988-0657
(972)641-5996

SCP
7908 Patel Drive
Lubbock, Texas 79382
(806)589-6831
SCP
1201 W. Warren
Pharr, Texas 78577
(956)702-1885
(956)787-5997

Superior Pool Products
200 Parker Dr. Bld. B, Ste.560
Austin, Texas 78728
(512)218-1190
(512)218-0988

Superior Pool Products
800 Industrial Blvd. #400
Grapevine, Texas 76051
(817)410-8894
(817)410-1338

SCP
1212 10th Street
Plano, Texas 75074
(972)424-2600
(972)633-1592

SCP
2107 Hutton Drive
Carrollton, Texas 75006
(972)241-6626
(972)243-1263

NPT Houston
4300 Pine Timbers Ste.#100
Houston, Texas 77041
(713)460-8794
(713)460-0598

SCP
15261 Capital Port Drive Ste.111
San Antonio, Texas 78249
(210)764-1765
(210)764-1795

SCP
17001 Donwick Drive
Conroe, Texas 77385
(936)321-7145
(936)271-3388

SCP
1665 Townhurst, Ste.190
Houston, Texas 77043
(713)973-6051
(713)973-0583

SCP
1074 Arion Circle Ste.102
San Antonio, Texas 78216
(210)545-6161
(210)545-6165

SCP
4630 Corona Drive Ste.B
Corpus Christi, , Texas 78411
(361)730-1988

SCP
3938 Dunvale
Houston, Texas 77063
(713)783-0882
(713)783-7625

Superior Pool Products
610 Sandau Road
San Antonio, Texas 78216
(210)341-9103
(210)341-7689

SCP
9307 Millsview Road
Houston, Texas 77070
(281)469-9696
(281)897-0534

SCP
12552 Highway 3
Webster, Texas 77598
(281)823-7243
(281)480-4412

NPT
11281 Indian Trail
Dallas, Texas 75229
(214)366-4009
(214)366-4022
SCP
10468 Brockwood Rd. Northgate II, Bldg.14
Dallas, Texas 75238
(214)503-6291
(214)503-8537
NTP
4801 Blue Mound Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76106
(682)708-4183
SCP
7427 Dogwood Park Dr
Fort Worth, Texas 76118
(817)595-0525
(817)595-3270

Superior Pool Products
10641 S. Sam Houston Pkwy. West Ste.400
Houston, Texas 77071
(281)776-0808
(281)776-0515

SCP
5304 A South 125th East Ave, Unit A
Tulsa, OK 74146
(918)250-6106
(918)250-6107

SCP
22110 Merchants Way #150
Katy, Texas 77449
(281)769-5421
(281)665-1370

SCP
308 Hudiburg Circle
Oklahoma City, OK 73108
(405)943-1700
(405)943-3837

SCP
2002 Synergy Blvd. Ste. 400
Kilgore, Texas 75662
(956)702-1885
(956)787-5997

Superior Pool Products
4256 Royal Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73108
(405)947-2752
(405)942-5820

nptgonline.com • scppool.com • superiorpoolproducts.com • pool360.poolcorp.com
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TRY ME
starting at
$350.00

North Texas: Jami Pittman 214.507.5658 jpittman@stellarsales.net
South Texas: Garrett Thibodeaux 281.786.9210 gthibodeaux@stellarsales.net
West Texas: Mick Hayes 281.853.4549 mhayes@stellarsales.net
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Donald J Wilson (1927-2016)
Hasa has grown into a successful enterprise thanks to the hard work and dedication of its
staff. However, no one was more dedicated nor worked more diligently than the company
founder, Don Wilson. It is with great sadness that we must announce the passing of this innovative, tough and dauntless yet caring man. Don, at the age of eighty-eight passed away
peacefully at home surrounded by his loving family on April 23, 2016.
Don earned his Chemical Engineering degree from Michigan State University during which
time and after he served in the Army Air Corps. He started his career with Standard Oil of
Indiana. He then moved to California and shortly after began his affiliation with HASA,
Inc. He transformed Hasa from a struggling small divergent company into a specialized,
widely recognized industry leader.
Don played a major role in the swimming pool and chemical industry. He worked hard to ensure that all businesses, small and large, could thrive. Some Pool Industry Affiliations and
Awards in no particular order include: Co-Founder of the Western Pool and Spa Show, premier industry trade show dedicated to the education of swimming pool and spa tradespersons; The Guy Muto Chapter Service Award
presented by the Southern California Chapter National Pool & Spa Association, now APSP, National Association of Pool and Spa
Professionals; Doug Tanner Memorial Lifetime Achievement Award presented by the Pool Industry Expo; Titanium Partner-Member
of IPSSA, Independent Pool and Spa Service Association, President and Co-Founder of SPTCA, Swimming Pool Trades and Contractors Association, established for the mutual support of industry persons in regulatory and governmental arenas. Member and
strong Supporter of SPEC, now CPSA, California Pool & Spa Association dedicated to monitoring and influencing California legislation
affecting State industry individuals; Supporter for over 30 years of the USA Olympic Aquatics Programs, Swimming and Water Polo;
30 year plus member of the California Business Alliance; and Long term supporter of the CICC (Chemical Industry Council of California)
Continued on page 13
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Donald J Wilson (1927-2016)
Continued from page 12

Whether it was challenging anti-business issues or rebuilding
after an earthquake and devastating fire, Don Wilson tackled
each impediment with esteemed tenacity. He spent countless
hours in Sacramento as well as Washington DC supporting good
business environments. His leadership, commitment to excellence, and love of life has been inherited by his descendants.
Don is survived by his wife Elaine; his children: Mark Wilson
(Gloria), Leslie Tone, Lynn Cummings (Steve), and Lisa Wilson
Johnson (Dave); grandchildren: Tara (Moses), Tsering, Jessica
(Mike), Sierra (Johnny), Kim, and Drew; great-grandchildren:
Matthew, Taylor, Morgan, Sofia, Ryan, and Emma and mother
of his children and former wife, Virginia Bennett. Brothers:
Bob Wilson and Larry Wilson (Jane). Sisters: Sheila Pantland
and Barbara Gosling (Doc), as well as countless nieces and
nephews. Along with his parents Lilah and LeRoy Wilson he was
preceded by his Brothers: Warren, Jack and Bill Wilson.
We will remember Don’s passionate energy, smile, warmth, energy, and his enthusiasm for racing, music and dance. His love
and equal respect for all his friends, employees and customers,
who were like family to him, remains in the forefront.

Natural Chemistry: Ryan Rickaby 909-815-9602 rrickaby@naturalchemistry.com
North Texas: Jami Pittman 214.507.5658 jpittman@stellarsales.net
South Texas: Garrett Thibodeaux 281.786.9210 gthibodeaux@stellarsales.com
West Texas: Mick Hayes 281.853.4549 mhayes@stellarsales.net

In true Don Wilson style, we ask you not to grieve but rather
celebrate the fact that Don’s work here on earth is done and
done well. If you have a story or photo to share regarding how
Don touched your life, please feel free to share it by emailing it to
zsmith@hasapool.com so that they can be shared with others.

FOR SALE NEW AUTO PILOT SALT SYSTEM

ORIGINAL POOL STICK

Digital Power Supply 220V standard,
can be converted to 110V
The “Original Pool Stick” or “Jackie’s Helper”
Aluminum $45.00
Contact Jason Lehmann 817-605-0194

This patented Bypass Manifold
includes the RC-52 cell,
tri-sensor and check valve.
For pools up to 52,000 gallons.
Contact Ingrid info@ipssatexas.com for information

WAYS FOR MEMBERS TO HELP
YOUR CHAPTER
Please remember to request
your Water Watcher Tags and
swimming safety brochure,
email info@ipssa.com
If you don’t have a use for them
please turn them over to your
chapter board to be used for safety
events.
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FORT WORTH CHAPTER

Tina Slagle Ft. Worth chapter president, Pam Cannell Ft. Worth
Drowning Prevention Coalition and Starrett Keele with the Ft. Worth
fire department were the guest speakers for the April member meeting in Ft. Worth. The Fort Worth chapter presented Pam with a
$1000 check to sponsor swimming lessons in the community.
SCP presented a nice check to the Fort Worth chapter, we thank you for
the great support you continue to give all of IPSSA.
From left: Luis Ramos, Tina Slagle, Jeremy Tolerson and Brandon Wood

Continued from page 6

THE ALARMING TRUTH ABOUT CHILD DROWNINGS IN NORTH TEXAS

cost CPR lessons, including many area YMCAs and fire stations.
The American Red Cross provides several CPR classes, including
an online version. To find CPR lessons near you, visit the Parenting
section of our DFWEverything directory at dfwchild.com/everything.
Find an advocacy group such as the TXDPA or the FWDPC.
Through the latter, families attend two-week programs that teach
kids how to swim and parents how to effectively supervise and perform CPR, all for a nominal fee (less than $10). As a bonus, kids
get a U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jacket and free swim lessons
at local YMCAs after completing the program.
Different settings, different threats
Drownings happen in any amount of water. Last year in Texas, kids
drowned in bathtubs, pools, lakes, ponds, beaches, even septic
tanks, buckets and storm drains. Take notice of potential dangers
around your home, property and neighborhood, Keele advises.
From washing machines to mop buckets, standing water is a draw
for kids.
Texas Health and Safety Code requires that all residential pools
(including apartment pools) have a fence at least four feet tall surrounding the pool area and a self-latching gate. But these regulations are not foolproof. If you have a large backyard with a pool, no
regulation requires you to have a separate fence around the yard
and pool. And if your pool was built before 1994, it is essentially
exempt from most regulations.
It’s up to parents to create safer environments in and around their
homes. Remember, bath toys, pool chemicals, the funny noise the
washing machine makes can lure kids into water, Cannell advises.

And always know the situation where you’re sending your child. Ask
how many supervising adults know CPR if the kids are heading to a
pool party or summer camp, suggests Richardson dad Berk Guvelioglu.
In 2012, Guvelioglu sent his then 4-year-old son, Kerem, to a day
camp with swimming lessons at a local private school. After his wife
received a phone call from the school telling her that Kerem was
having trouble breathing, Guvelioglu rushed to the school and found
out Kerem had already been taken to the hospital. Kerem nearly
drowned in a lifeguarded pool with several supervisors — several
water safety failures led to the incident.
Kerem was put in a medically-induced hypothermic coma and awoke
several days later. Today, he’s is a typical 8-year-old preparing to
enter the third grade this fall.
Open water poses its own threats with currents, threatening weather
conditions and limited visibility in deep or muddy water, DeSanders
notes.
“Kids should always wear a life vest in open water,” she advises.
“Get them a cool jacket so they’re excited to wear it, always read
lake and ocean regulations, and swim to those conditions.”
Protecting kids around water means creating layers of safety to
lower the risk of drowning but never becoming fully dependent on a
single measure. Constantly supervise kids, enroll them in swim lessons, wear life jackets in open water, create barriers around all water
and learn CPR.
“Because the risk [of drowning] never completely goes away,” Guvelioglu admits. “Drowning can happen anywhere at anytime.”
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