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with Adler, a Democrat, joining his 
party when he changed his vote.    
 
Both Republican commissioners 
publicly protested the new ballot. 
While it was originally scheduled to 
take place Sept. 21, one of the Re-
publican members (Nancy Nord) 
moved the hearing back a week.  
 
High-ranking Republican legislators 
chimed in. Two days before the vote, 
the CPSC received a letter from 
Reps. Mary Bono Mack (R-CA) and 
Cliff Stearns (R-FL), chairmen of the 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Manu-
facturing and Trade, and the Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investi-
gations, respectively. Both subcom-
mittees have some oversight author-
ity over CPSC. 
  
In the letter, the Congress members 
urged CPSC to delay its vote until 
after taking public comments. This 
was about more than pools and 
spas, Bono Mack and Stearns went 
on to say: Such a move could serve 
as a bad precedent and reduce pub-
lic confidence in CPSC. ―If the regu-
lated community perceives that the 
Commission may spontaneously re-
verse any rule or guidance — even 
without supporting evidence, analy-
sis or due process — regulatory 
chaos is inevitable,‖ they said. 
(Shortly after, a letter of support for 
the revote came from Democratic 
legislators — some from the same 
subcommittees.) 

Continued on page 11 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission has voted to remove al-
lowances given to certain unblockable 
drains in the federal pool and spa 
safety law. 
 
On Sept. 28, CPSC’s voting commis-
sioners decided to change the defini-
tion of an unblockable drain to require 
that the sump, in addition to the drain 
cover, measure more than 18-by-23-
inches and meet certain other testing 
criteria. The measure passed 3 to 2, in 

what some say was a predetermined 
outcome. 
 
The decision is retroactive, so pools 
brought into VGB-Act compliance 
with the installation of an unblock-
able–sized cover over a single, 
blockable-sized drain will have be 
treated like a single drain. Every sin-
gle-drain commercial pool is required 
to have a backup system such as an 
SVRS. 
 
While the agency set a compliance 
date of May 28, 2012, it declared a 
60-day public comment period for 
affected parties to remark on the fea-
sibility of that deadline. 
 
This latest vote has a history begin-
ning in 2010, when the Commission 
decided a drain can be considered 
unblockable — regardless of sump 
size — if its cover complies with the 
VGB Act. That measure sparked pro-
test among safety advocates and 
others, who claimed that such a 
drain would become hazardous if its 
cover came off to expose a smaller 
sump. 
 
The  recent vote occurred when one 
of the commissioners who approved 
last year’s interpretation, Robert 
Adler, initiated a new ballot. Adler 
had received input from parties on 
both sides of  the question. 
 
The CPSC is composed of five com-
missioners — two Republicans, two 
Democrats and a chairman ap-
pointed by the U.S. president. This 
ruling was split along partisan lines, 
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DALLAS MEMBER MEETING 
 

SCP-Plano Training Center,  

1212 10th Street 

Plano, TX 

See calendar page -  5:30pm 

Eustaquio Portillo President  214-325-6746  

Bill Winter Vice President  972-523-0537 

Sean Ralls Secretary  972-849-0746 

Lorna MacDougall Treasurer   972-222-

4105 

FORT WORTH MEMBER MEETING 
 
La Playa Maya Restaurant  
1540 N. Main Street  
Fort Worth, TX 76106  
Third Tuesday of the month 6:30pm 

Jason S. Lehmann- President   817-605-

0194 

Greg Clark   Vice President   817-453-

1302 

Ken Hamilton  Secretary  817-268-8438 

Tina Lehmann  Treasurer   817-991-0555 

 
 
HOUSTON MEMBER MEETING 
 
Fuddruckers  
2475 Kirkwood 
Houston, TX 
Second Tuesday of the month 7:00pm 

Board Meeting preceding 

Jim Jackobsmeyer  President   281-474-

7665 

David Queen  Vice President  281-807-

5442 

Sterling Jones Secretary   281-256-6630 

Doug Dinkins Treasurer   281-531-8757 
 
 

MID CITIES MEMBER MEETING 
  
SCP Carrollton 
2107 Hutton Dr.,  
Carrollton, TX 75006 
First Monday of the month 7:00pm 

Jeremy Smith  President   214-695-8717 

Henry Shackley Vice President  972-445-

0526 

Kraig Williams Secretary  972-800-2123 

Sterling Kropp  Treasurer  972-436-0360 Page 2 

CHAPTER MEMBER MEETINGS  
 
AUSTIN MEMBER MEETING 
 
Austin Energy Building 
721 Barton Spring Rd.# TLC130 
Austin, TX 78704 

First Tuesday of the month 6:00pm 

Jim Smith President  512-206-0606 

Hal Denbar Vice President 512-636-8122 

Todd Swearingen Secretary  512-326-4695 

Rick Beaubouef  Treasurer   512-466-9672 

 
 
CORPUS CHRISTI MEMBER MEET-
ING 
 
Island Italian Restaurant 
15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418 

First Thursday of the month 6:30pm 

Mike Baker  President   361-563-7665 

Allen Arron   Vice President   361-658-7665 

Doug Goike  Secretary  361-749-4853 

Michael Holzer Treasurer   361-815-0936 

 

RIO GRANDE MEMBER MEETING 
 
SCP McAllen 
1201 W. Warren Street 
Rio Grande Valley 
Second Tuesday of the month 

6:30pm 

Humberto Garces President   956-867-

7194 

Ron Long Vice President  830-246-2788 

Johnny Schultz Treasurer  830-253-1222 

 
 
SAN ANTONIO  MEETING 
 
Clear Springs Restaurant 
606 Afton Oaks 
San Antonio, TX 
 
First Monday of the month 
Officers Meeting  @ 6:00 pm 
Chapter Meeting @ 6:30  pm  
Attendance is taken @ 7:00 pm 
 
Flash Rose President   210-494-9784 

Randy Keefe Vice President  210-519-

7901           

Becky Clayson Secretary   210-240-3121 

Frank Berlanga Treasurer  210-732-7817 

 
 
WAXAHACHIE MEMBER MEETING 
 
Quality Inn & Suites 

3891 S. Great Southwest Pkwy. 

Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

First Wednesday of the month 

7:00am 

Neal Holt   President   972-617-9877  

Larry Hutson Vice President  972-617-

7999 

Bob Bauer Treasurer/Secretary  214-577-

4843 
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December 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 San Antonio 

Christmas Party 

click here for details 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 Dallas Christmas 

Party  
17 

18 19 20 21 Hanukkah begins 

Winter Solstice - 

shortest day of the 

year  

22 23 24  

25 Christmas 26 27 28 29 30 31 

November 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 Daylight Saving 

Time Ends set your 

clock back 1 hour 

7 8 9 10 11 Veterans Day  12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 Thanksgiving 

Day  
25 26 

27 28 29 30    
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    Meeting San 

Antonio & 

 Mid Cities  

Auction 

    Meeting  

Austin 

   Meeting 

Waxahachie 

   Meeting  

 Houston  

 Rio Grande Valley 

     Meeting  Fort 

Worth 

www.ipssatexas.com sign up for the Newsletter 

 Meeting 

*Corpus 

Christi  

     Meeting Mid 

Cities 

       Meeting 

Houston & Rio 

Grande Valley 

   Meeting  

Austin 

    Meeting 

Waxahachie 

Meeting Cor-

pus Christi  

Christmas Party 

Fort Worth 

     B.O.R.D. 

Meeting - Ne-

vada 

     B.O.R.D. 

Meeting - Ne-

vada 

Meeting Dallas 

* Mandatory Meeting 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Region 9 Meeting 
Friday, March 2, 2012 - San 
Antonio - Marriott River Center  
 

 

Region 9 Executive Board  

Director - Phil Sharp  
210-673-2909  
Treasurer - Jason S. Lehmann  
817-605-0194  
Secretary - Gordon F. Slagle  
817-595-1167 

Board Officers 

Austin - Jim Smith  
512-206-0606 
 
Corpus Christi - Mike Baker   
361-563-7665 
 
Dallas - Eustaquio Portillo   
972-278-3917 
 
Fort Worth - Jason S. Lehmann  
817-605-0194 
 
Houston - Jim Jackobsmeyer   
281-474-7665 
 
Mid Cities DFW  - Jeremy Smith  
214-695-8717  
 
Rio Grande - Humberto Garces   
956-867-7194 
 
San Antonio - Flash Rose   
210-494-9784 
 
Waxahachie - Neal Holt   
214-837-5884 

REGION 9 NEWS 

CHAPTER ELECTIONS  

Several Chapters are holding elections in November for 

new chapter officers positions.  

CORPUS CHRISTI, FORT WORTH, HOUSTON,  

MID CITIES, SAN ANTONIO  

Get Involved - YOUR VOTE COUNTS!!! 

Election time in Texas 
 
This is the most important elections that I can remember in Texas, almost every 
chapter except 4 are having elections for chapter boards, Presidents, and Vice 
President, Secretaries and Treasurer .Two of these members from each chapter 
will be sent to make up the regional board, from those members on the regional 
board all the members of the executive board will be elected. Why should you care, 
well at the chapter level these members decide everything! From where the meet-
ings are held, what goes on at each meeting, what you eat, drink ,and how the 
meetings are conducted. At the Ft Worth chapter we were lucky enough to have a 
Christmas  party, a meeting at a bowling alley, then we were treated to an IPSSA 
night at the ballpark, we voted in a new member at every meeting except 4 ,we 
have over 10 thousand dollars in the bank, we have had 5  
electrical classes going into the wee hours of the night, most of the members after 
the Jacks magic class took the test and are now stain specialist, and we all went 
through Jon Gartner with Raypak’s heater class. This is really the first time since 
the first two weeks  

Election Results for Region 9 Board 

A new Director for Region 9 - Texas - has been elected to serve for the 

next 2 years. Jim Jacobsmeyer, past president of the Houston chapter. 

Thank you Jim, for volunteering the time to serve as our Region 9 direc-

tor. 

The new secretary for our region will be Phil Sharp from the San Antonio 

chapter. You all know Phil, he has visited all of our chapters as director. 

Phil was the leading force to start IPSSA in Texas and has served as   

IPSSA national, regional and chapter president, and other officer posi-

tions. He shouldn't need much training. 

Jason Lehmann - president of the Fort Worth chapter will continue as the 

treasurer of Region 9. Thank you Jason for your continued  effort. 

These changes on the Board will be official after the February 2012 inau-

guration in California. 

 

Continued on page 5 
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San Antonio Chapter  

Special Meeting in December 
San Antonio Chapter will have a Casino Night Christmas Party 

December 3rd. There will be a band,  magic show, door prizes 

and finger food and drink. The Chapter extends an invitation to 

all IPSSA members and their families. 

 

Fraternal Order of Eagles 
2230 Hunt Ln.  

San Antonio , TX 78227-3145 

Election time in 

Texas 
continued form page 4 

 
after I joined IPSSA that I have 
been able to just be a member, 
to sit in the group, not be on the 
board, and yes not have to say 
a word at the meetings. I am very proud of the Fort Worth 
board ,not only what they have done at the meetings ,the 
region, but also how they gathered the troops for last year’s 
Pool & Spa show. These are the things that each and every 
member has to look at before your upcoming chapter elec-
tions, the character of your board, or the members you nomi-
nate, if you are as proud of being an IPSSA member as I, you 
must take a long hard look, nominate the one that shows the 
same pride. The person you nominate might just be the next 
leader of IPSSA.  
 
Thanks  
Lance Rust 
Fort Worth Member 

AUCTION FOR MID CITIES 

The Mid Cities chapter is having a dinner and auction event at 
La Hacienda Ranch at  6:00 pm November 7th 2011.  
Last years auction event was so successful we decided to have 
one this year. The chapter is growing and we are committed to 
making it as informative and educational as we can. So come 
and bring your checkbooks for some great deals at this next 
member meeting. 

The second annual APEC picnic and 

fishing tournament was held October 

8th at Westlake Beach in Austin. We 

had the private park to ourselves and 

wi t h  Phi l  Shar p and Ri ta 

Jacobsmeyer cooking the burgers 

and weenies we had plenty to eat. 

The weather could not have been 

nicer, the rain held off until about 15 

minutes after we were done.  

This year the fishing tournament was 

expanded to allow bank (bait) fishing 

and a junior category as well as the 

boat teams going after bass. The fish 

were a little scarce (none) for the 

continued on page 11 

Dallas Chapter  
I would like to thank all 14 members of the Dallas Chapter who 
covered 38 pools during the sick route coverage this past 
month. All went well without a problem.  
Thanks to Orenda for hosting our meeting in September.  
We are going to have a drawing in November to raise funds for 
the chapter. If you are interested in buying tickets call me or a 
board member.  
Congratulations go out to Mr. Jacobsmeyer for taking on the 
role as Region 9 Director. 
Something that really upsets me is when not everyone follows 
the rules. If we are going to represent IPSSA, we should portray 
a good image. I would like to see everyone wear the white polo 
shirts at the next Region 9 meeting in March. Thank you Mr. 
Phil Sharp for all you have done for our region. 
I love God and my wife and kids and I love cleaning pools. 

  
EL PRESIDENTE 
Eustaquio Portillo – Dallas Chapter 
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Click here for last month issue 

1. Which type of chlorine has the highest pH? 

a) Liquid 

 

2. Muriatic acid is the name given to 31% sul-

furic acid. 

b) False 

 

3. To lower total alkalinity you add  

d) Acid 
 

4. The National Spa and Pool Institute 

states that the free available chlorine 

level in a pool should be between  

c) 1.0—3.0 ppm 

 

5. Adding cyanuric acid will not affect the 

total alkalinity in a pool or spa  

b) False 

Fort Worth IPSSA Election Absentee Ballot 

 

Absentee ballots need to be filled out and signed, then mailed to 
Paul Nelson at 3179 E. Washington in Stephenville, TX 76401 

At our October meeting, these were the names and seats that 
were proposed. The empty line is provided for write-ins. 
  
President                            Jason S Lehmann 
 

                                                _____________ 

  
Vice President                   Tina M Lehmann 
 

                                                _____________ 

  
Treasurer                              John Powers 
 

                                                _____________ 

  
Secretary                             Tony Martinez 
 

                                                _____________ 

  
Only use this ballot if you cannot attend the 
November Fort Worth Chapter meeting. 

http://ipssatexas.com/news.html


 

INDUSTRY NEWS 

A.O. Smith Sheds Pool and Spa Unit  
By Dan Schechner | 10.6.2011  

A major industry manufacturer has sold its 

decades-old pool and spa pump motors divi-

sion. 

 

Milwaukee-based A.O. Smith, which had 

been in the motors business for approxi-

mately 60 years, completed the sale to Regal 

B e l o i t  Co r p .  i n  l a t e  A ug u st .  

 

The deal, which included A.O. Smith’s entire Electrical 

Products segment, was worth an estimated $875 million 

in cash and stock. 

 

―We did have a strong position in the motors segment, so 

this was a tough decision for us,‖ said Mark Petrarca, 

senior vice president of human resources and public af-

fairs at A.O. Smith. 

  

―In fact, it was a troubled business for a long time, and it 

took a lot of work bringing it back to profitability,‖ he 

added. ―But looking ahead, there weren’t a lot of viable 

alternatives to grow it here. So we decided if we couldn’t 

be No. 1 or 2 in the motor business, we wanted it to be 

part of a company that could.‖ 

 

The acquisition, which was announced in December but 

required regulatory approval by the U.S. Department of 

Justice, covers nearly 8,000 employees at manufacturing 

plants around the world. A.O. Smith’s Electrical Products 

segment produces motors for a number of residential and 

commercial applications, among them pool and spa 

pumps. 

 

But that aspect of the business was significant enough to 

prompt a lengthy review by the DOJ, which ultimately 

required Regal Beloit to sell its own business for electric 

pool and spa pump motors before the transaction could 

be completed. That sale, to Phoenix-based SNTech, also 

took place in late August; it was worth a reported $23.4 

million. 

 

Reviews by the DOJ are fairly typical in cases where two 

companies in the same industry join forces. Regulators 

will examine any overlapping businesses to ensure an 

acquisition doesn’t put the public at a 

disadvantage through inflated prices or 

diminished customer service, or create 

a monopoly in the marketplace. 

 

―The acquisition as originally proposed 

would have lessened the vigorous com-

petition that currently exists among 

manufacturers of electric motors for 

pool and spa pumps, resulting in higher prices and lower 

quality products,‖ said Sharis Pozen, acting assistant at-

torney general in the DOJ’s Antitrust Division, in a written 

statement. 

 

This is at least the second significant purchase of a key 

player in the pool and spa pump motors category of late. 

Last year, Emerson Electric Co. sold its motors and con-

trols businesses to Japan-based Nidec Corp. for more 

than $800 million, according to published reports.    

 

With the company’s motors assets now belonging to Re-

gal Beloit, A.O. Smith is set to focus on its water tech-

nologies unit. That segment accounted for the majority of 

A.O. Smith’s $1.5 billion in revenues for 2010.  

It’s the Law 
All electrical repairs must be done by someone with an electrical 
contractor & residential appliance installer license. Look at 
all the work you’re missing out on if you are not licensed.  

Please find convenient links to the TDLR forms you will 
need, posted on the last page of this newsletter. 

Remember no good deed goes unpunished - GET YOUR 

LICENSE! 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

FREE TO IPSSA MEMBERS! 

Want to buy or sell something? Need to hire someone? 

Submit your ad to Ingrid @ ipahl@sbcglobal.net it will 

appear here. Need to continue your ad next month? 

Contact Ingrid prior to the 15th of the month! 

 IPSSA MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS BENEFITS  

Liability insurance.  

Commercial vehicle insurance.  

Sick route coverage.  

Health Insurance available  

Very favorable pricing from a primary distributor on finished goods 

and chemicals.  

IPSSA member only Vender discounts.  

Preferred pricing for manufacturer training seminars.  

Cutting edge information on new pool & spa products.  

One on one relationship with venders when attending our monthly 

membership meetings.  

Website advertising for your pool & spa business.  

Monthly local and national newspapers to keep you abreast of 

what’s new in the pool industry.  

Chemical certification training and testing.  

IPSSA Tech I, Tech II and Master training publications.  

Professionalism. Leadership. IPSSA  members are greatly re-

spected amongst their peers in the pool & spa industry.  

Community outreach programs.  

 

IPSSA members get big discounts at preferred distributors, so 

much so that as little as a 50-route pool company will save 

enough to cover the costs of your local IPSSA dues for the year. 

You’ll enjoy liability insurance coverage and the opportunity to 

learn from top pool professionals in the industry. Prospective cus-

tomers will be able to look you up on the Internet and see that you 

are qualified to service their pools. State licensing and insurance 

are required here in Texas. Are you ready? IPSSA members are. 

We provide sick route coverage and death benefits as well. Inter-

ested? Join the largest swimming pool service organization in the 

country. Unlike most liability insurance policies, ours actually cov-

ers you to do pool work. How about Hazmat and mold coverage? 

You’re covered as an IPSSA member. You know you’re inter-

ested. Go to our website and look around www.ipssatexas.com 

Come to our next meeting. Location and phone number are 

posted on our website and in this newsletter. The application fee 

to join IPSSA is $216. ―Test-drive‖ us by attending three consecu-

tive monthly meetings, pass our chemical test, and after a one on 

one interview with a chapter officer you’re submitted for approval 

by the membership. Manufacturer warranty centers are also en-

couraged to become members.  

  

RAYPAK ANNOUNCES HEATER TRAINING 

CLASSES 

REGISTRATION: www.raypak.com  

Click on pool and spa products, then click on train-

ing seminar to register.  

For question call Jon Gartner  972.672.2470 

Tuesday, December 13th 8am - 12pm 

Holiday Inn Express - 817.427.1818 

820 Thousand Oaks Dr., Hurst, TX 76054 

 

Wednesday, December 14th 8am - 12pm 

The Edge - 469.366.0850 

1212 10th Street, Plano, TX 75074 

mailto:ipahl@sbcglobal.net
http://hasapool.com/
http://www.raypak.com


 

Convenient Locations  
in Oklahoma & Texas to serve you! 23 

Superior Houston  

10641 S. Sam Houston Pkwy West, 

Suite 400  

Houston, TX 77071  

281.776.0808 

 

Superior San Antonio  

610 Sandau Road 

San Antonio, TX 78216 

210.341.9103 

 

SCP Frisco  

7060 All Stars Ave, Suite A  

Frisco, TX 75034 

214.618.9770 

 

SCP Fort Worth  

7427 Dogwood Park   

Ft Worth, TX 76118 

817.595.0525 

 

SCP Arlington  

2900 E. Pioneer Pkwy. Ste. 180 

Grand Prairie, TX 76010  

972.988.0657 

 

SCP Houston South  

1665 Townhurst, Suite 190 

Houston, TX 77043  

713.973.6051 

 

SCP Houston North  

9307 Millsview Road   

Houston, TX 77070  

281.469.9696 

 

SCP Houston Dunvale  

3938 Dunvale 

Houston, TX 77063  

713.783.0882 

 

NPT Houston  

4300 Pine Timbers, Suite 100 Houston, 

TX 77041 

713.460. 8794 

 

SCP Oklahoma City  

308 Hudiburg Circle   

Oklahoma City, OK 73108 

405.943.1700 

 

SCP Tulsa  

5304 A South 125th East Ave, UNIT A  

Tulsa, OK 74146 

918.250.6106 

 

SCP Austin 

9230 Neils Thompson Dr., Suite 108 

Austin, TX 78758 

512.835.4200 

 

SCP South Austin  

2124 E. St. Elmo   

Austin, TX 78744 

512.326.8478 

 

SCP Carrollton 

2107 Hutton Drive   

Carrollton, TX 75006 

972.241.6626 

 

SCP Woodlands  

17001 Donwick Dr. 

Conroe, TX 77385 

936.321.7145 

NPT Dallas  

2819 Blystone Lane   

Dallas, TX 75220 

214.366.4009 

 

SCP Dallas  

10468 Brockwood Road,  

Northgate II, Bldg. 14,  

Dallas, TX 75238 

214.503.6291 

 

SCP McAllen  

1201 W. Warren   

Pharr, TX 78577  

956.702.1885 

 

SCP Plano 

1212 10th Street, Rm B  

Plano, TX 75074  

972.424.2600 

 

SCP San Antonio 

1074 Arion Circle Suite 102  

San Antonio, TX 78216  

210.545.6161 

 

Superior Oklahoma City  

4256 Royal Avenue   

Oklahoma City, OK 73108 

405.947.2752 

 

Superior Austin 

200 Parker Dr., Building B - Suite 560 

Austin, TX 78728  

512.218.1190 

 

Superior Grapevine  

800 Industrial Blvd., Suite 400 Grape-

vine, TX 76051  

817.410.8894 

 

nptgonline.com  •  scppool.com  •  superiorpoolproducts.com 

 

http://www.nptgonline.com
http://www.scppool.com
http://superiorpoolproducts.com
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Susan Flowers 

Global Director of Sales & Marketing 

sflowers@aquasalt.com 

800-554-8658Tel  
866 549-POOL (7665 
Fax 713 986-5328)  

AQUASALT, LLC 
4800 San Felipe 
Houston, TX 77056   

The agency held the vote as scheduled. At the meeting, 
Adler said he changed his position after consulting with 
VGB Act author Debbie Wasserman Schultz. He also re-
ceived input from parents of entrapment victims, safety ad-
vocates and legislators who supported the bill. 
 
―Every one of the citizens who wrote expressed serious 
objection to an interpretation of the VGB Act that allowed 
for no backup system for a single main drain that could be 
obstructed,‖ he said in his statement. 
 
While Adler originally believed an unblockable drain cover 
protected swimmers from entrapment better than a smaller 
drain plus a backup system, he was persuaded otherwise. 
―Because all drain covers come off, it is no longer my con-
clusion that in all circumstances this is the case,‖ he said. 
 
In the nearly two-hour proceedings, Nord and Northup con-
tinued their resistance, citing the lack of public comment 
and saying the decision would compromise safety. This 
contention largely sprang from their concerns regarding 
safety vacuum release systems, the most popular backup 
option named in the VGB Act. Because SVRS’s don’t pro-
tect against all five forms of entrapment, and a properly 
installed unblockable drain cover does, Nord and Northup 
believed CPSC was voting to swap out the safest option 
with one that is less so. They also said they received input 
from industry professionals saying the devices often would 
be shut down to avoid false tripping. 
 
―We are putting out there this false safety protection and 
giving people a false sense of security, and that just sends 
cold shivers up my spine,‖ Nord said. 
  
Adler said he also has concerns about SVRS technology, 
but that it isn’t the only backup option. ―We’re not mandat-
ing the SVRS,‖ he said. ―We’re mandating that it would be a 
secondary system. It would be my hope that they would not 
necessarily go for the SVRS.‖ 
  
Northup proposed an amendment postponing the vote until 
public input was taken, but it was voted down. Nord pro-
posed an amendment that would grandfather in facilities 
that had already complied with the VGB Act by placing an 
unblockable drain over a smaller sump. It, too, failed.  
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bank fishermen and women and the kids too. But a bad 

day fishing is still better than a good day at work. 

Some nice bass were brought in by the boat teams. 

This year a raffle was also added and between the fish 

and raffle a total of around $11,000 worth of prizes 

were awarded. 

Thanks to all the vendors and manufacturers that do-

nated. 

A special prize was given to a young lady (8yr) named 

Sarah for ―ingenuity and marketing‖ for turning in a net 

caught minnow in the junior category. Sarah had fished 

hard all day with no results and got the idea (from Phil) 

to at least turn in a fish, any fish. Bret Abbott made her 

day by awarding her a $25 gift certificate to Academy. 

Made my day too, Sarah is my granddaughter, thanks 

Bret and APEC. 

Gordon Slagle 

Region 9 Secretary  
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1. Two people in a 400-gallon spa use up 1.0 ppm of free 
available chlorine in the first 15 minutes of use. 
a) True  
b) False 
 
2. Which type of chlorine has cyanuric acid it? 
a) Liquid 
b) Sodium dichlor 
c) Trichlor 
d) Both B and C 
 
3. The pH of trichlor is approximately 
a) 11—13  
b) 7—9 
c) 5—4  
d) 2—3 

Find answers in the next issue 

IPSSA Texas Region 9 

7186 Baker Blvd. 

Richland Hills, TX 76118 

Forms for licenses and other useful links are available at 

www.ipssatexas.com in the member area. I have linked 

these files for your convenience, click on links below. 

Residential Appliance Installer License Application 

Residential Appliance Installation Contractor License 

Application 
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4. What should you expect to see at an unusually high 
level if you have a chlorine generator on a pool? 
a) pH 
b) Total alkalinity 
c) Total dissolved solids 
d) All of the above 
 
5. Using which of the following to raise total alkalinity will 
have the least affect on pH? 
a) Soda Ash 
b) Sodium sesquicarbonate 
c) Sodium bicarbonate 
d) Sodium dichlor 
 

Pumpkin Muffins 
Ingredients 

1 (18.25 ounce) package yellow cake mix 
1 (15 ounce) can pumpkin puree 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 

Directions 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 

Grease a 12 cup muffin pan or line with paper liners.  
In a large bowl, mix together the cake mix, pumpkin puree, 

cinnamon, nutmeg and cloves until smooth. Spoon 
equal amounts of batter into the prepared muffin cups.  

Bake for 20 to 25 minutes in the preheated oven, until a 
toothpick inserted in the center of one comes out 
clean.  
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